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Directions:
In each of the following questions, four alternatives are given for the Idiom/Phrase in bold in
the sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the
Idiom/Phrase as your answer.

Q1. carry out

a) continue

b) complete something

c) to take in

d) bring

Q2. I have taken fancy to this car.

a) revised

b) developed liking for

c) improved

d) given imaginative touches

Q3. He beats about the bush.

a) talks continuously

b) speak well

c) does not talk specifically

d) talks sensibly
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Q4. My kith and kin congratulated me on my brilliant success.

a) father and mother

b) relatives

c) colleagues

d) niece and nephew

5000+ FREE GENERAL ENGLISH QUESTION BANK FOR ALL SSC, UPSC, BANK, RAILWAY
EXAMS
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Q5. Receiving his first award was a shot in the arm for him.

a) something that is painful

b) something that needs attention

c) something done with a purpose

d) something that gives encouragement

Q6. Television has become part and parcel of our lives.

a) unavoidable luxury

b) important part

c) showy part

d) status symbol

Q7. Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India, was a man of letters.

a) a great politician

b) a literary person

c) a great patriot

d) a great letter–writer
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Q8. It is sometimes wiser to rely on horse sense than on the advice of colleagues.

a) advice of teachers

b) advice of colleagues

c) basic common sense

d) advice of parents

Q9. As a student, you should catch time by the forelock.

a) set up clock back

b) slow down

c) seize opportunity

d) speed up

Q10. Anand is a nice guy, but sometimes he really gets on my nerves.

a) shakes my self–confidence

b) annoys me

c) makes me uncomfortable

d) makes me nervous

Q11. His frequent journeys are telling upon his health.

a) improving

b) informing

c) affecting

d) threatening

Directions:
In the following questions, four alternatives are given for the Idiom/Phrase in bold in the
sentence. Choose the alternative which best expresses the meaning of the
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Idiom/Phrase.

Q12. My close friend got the sack from his first job recently.

a) was demoted from

b) got rid of

c) was dismissed from

d) resigned
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Q13. to put Up with

a) to understand

b) to adjust

c) to tolerate

d) to accommodate

Q14. The party high command wanted to stave off an open battle.

a) allow it to take its own course

b) wait and see

c) prevent

d) postpone

Q15. In high spirits

a) under the Influence of liquor

b) under tremendous stress

c) mentally deranged
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d) full of hope and enthusiasm

Read More idioms and phrases Question and Answes »

Answers to the above questions :

Q1. Answer: (b)

carry out : to do and complete a task.

Extensive tests have been carried out on the patient.

The best option is complete something

Q2. Answer: (b)

take fancy : to attract or please somebody; to start liking somebody/something often without
an obvious reason.

She’s got enough money to buy whatever takes her fancy.

The best option is developed liking for

Q3. Answer: (c)

beat about the bush : to talk about something for a long time without coming to the main
point.

Stop beating about the bush and tell me what you want.

The best option is does not talk specifically.
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Q4. Answer: (b)

kith and Kin : friends and relatives.

I sent cards to my kith and kin, inviting them on my 25th Anniversary.

The best option is relatives.

Q5. Answer: (d)

a shot in the arm : something that gives encouragement

The opening of a new research centre will give a much-needed shot in the arm.

The best option is something that gives encouragement

Q6. Answer: (b)

part and parcel : an essential part; an important part.

Keeping the accounts is part and parcel of something.

The best option is important part

Q7. Answer: (b)

a man of letters : a man who is devoted to literary/scholarly pursuits.

A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was a man of letters.

The best option is a literary person
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Q8. Answer: (c)

horse sense : basic common sense; ordinary practical knowledge of the best way to deal with
people and situations.

He is not a scholar but has a lot of horse sense.

The best option is basic common sense

Q9. Answer: (c)

catch time by the forelock (Id.) : not slip an opportunity ; act quickly and decisively

Wise men catch time by the forelock.

The best option is seize opportunity.

Q10. Answer: (b)

get on somebody’s nerves : to annoy somebody

It really gets on my nerves when people hang up without leaving a message.

The best option is annoys me.

Q11. Answer: (c)

telling : showing effectively; having strong effect.

His sleepless nights are telling upon his performance.

The best option is affecting

Q12. Answer: (c)
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Q13. Answer: (c)

Q14. Answer: (d)

Q15. Answer: (d)
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